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In spite of some of the attendant circumstances the result of
the vote was really a victory for the government. If Bruening
had not been all that he had hoped to be, he had handled a nasty
situation more vigorously than any similar situation had been
handled for a long time. He had shown the parties that he was
not bluffing, that he had a good hand and that he intended playing
it strongly to the end. His prestige undoubtedly now stood high;
he had disappointed none of the hopes of his friends and dis-
appointed many of the hopes of his opponents. And he had
induced Hugenberg to smash the Nationalist party once again.
There is no doubt that at that moment German parliamentarism
had yet another chance of reforming itself by the creation of a
really strong bourgeois coalition. To the actual government which
was, as it were, the nucleus and the symbol of such a coalition—
and there could not have been anything but a conservative coalition
—there had been attracted all that was best in the parliamentary
Nationalist party, and a largeish section of the Nationalist voters.
It would not have been impossible to have arranged a basis of
parliamentary union, for the bourgeois parties were now more
than at any time in the history of the Republic inclined to be
reasonable. They would have stoutly refused to lose their iden-
tity, but the dangers of the tendency of the class which they
represented, on the one hand, to perpetual division and sub-
division, and, on the other, to a stampede to extremism for lack
of faith in the class leaders, had induced in all but the inveterate
party official a mood very different to the fine old intransigeance
of earlier days. Before extremism the middle class, or its solider
elements, must necessarily coalesce. With the dramatic step of
official Nationalism in 1927 and its acceptance of responsibility
a perilous tradition had been broken, and the sequel had shown
that the decision had been at once justified and approved. Actually
between the possible coalition and the extremists there was nothing
but a party rump, composed in the main of unimportant diehards
and representatives of the piratical sections of capitalism and those
extremists who could not stomach Hitler as leader of a great
extremist party as opposed to an extremist movement. Such a
coalition would have stood clearly for conservation, for law and

